
will benefit most in a material sense by the results of
this investigation. It devolves on the medical profes¬
sion, however, to bring its direct influence to bear on

Congress to secure the small appropriation asked for;
this should be done without any hesitancy.

CONDITION OF THE PUPIL IN SLEEP AND COMA.

The medical profession has learned that the condition
of the pupil is of very great diagnostic value in a number
of conditions which are obscure, and experience has
taught that it is usually contracted in the early stages
of all acute inflammatory processes of the brain or its
membranes, in the early stages of cerebral hemorrhage,
and in the presence of intracranial tumors, located in the
third nerve nucleus. It is also not to be forgotten that
certain drugs cause contraction of the pupil, and that it
may be in this condition as a result of chronic tobacco
poisoning. So too, it is not to be forgotten that at the
beginning of an attack of hysteria or epilepsy, myosis
may be present, and that among watchmakers and jewel-
ers, who continually inspect objects at a near point, the
pupil may become abnormally contracted, apparently as

the result of habit. Our attention has been called to this
important question by an article by Dr. W. H. Robey, Jr.1
He calls attention to the fact that in children, and indeed
in adults, the pupil is always in a condition of myosis
during sleep, and that this condition is physiologic. The
matter was brought to his attention in a manner that
indicates the value of recollecting the physiologic fact
that we have just stated.
A sleeping child was brought to him with a history

that it had fallen from a table, had struck on its head, be¬
come unconscious, vomited and had been dull and stupid
ever since the injury. The question arose as to whether
the fall was primarily produced by an epileptic fit, or
whether it had resulted in some cerebral injury, which
accounted for the unconscious condition of the patient
when brought to professional notice. An examination of
the pupil of the child showed it to have tightly contracted
pupils, and, naturally, under these circumstances, the
conclusion might have been reached that this myosis was

due to irritative lesion of the brain. After the child's
pupil had been examined, the patellar reflexes were ap¬
plied, and this caused the child to wake up, when the
pupil returned to its natural size. We believe, with Dr.
Robey, that the contraction of the pupil during sleep is
not generally known as being a physiologic phenomenon,
and the fact that if the eye is opened during sleep, and
the light strikes on the pupil, no reaction takes place in
it, may still further mislead the physician. The moment
that the patient awakes, the ordinary movements of the
pupil to accommodation and light take place.

LEGISLATION IN GEORGIA.
The veto of the act legalizing and recognizing oste-

opathy in Georgia, published in our "Correspondence"
in this issue, calls for notice. Governor Candler's veto

expresses very fairly and concisely the reasons why the
bill should not become a law, and its advocates will not
find it easy to answer it. Osteopaths will shift the issue
if they can and claim that they do not pretend to prac-
tice medicine in any sense, but that transparent false-
hood will find few believers. Governor Candler has
acted like an honest man and a man of good sense in
his action in the matter, and it is to be hoped that other
governors in like circumstances will follow his good
example. It is time for legislation to cease putting pre-
miums on ignorance in matters involving the lives and
welfare of the people ; if it does not, the executive should
stand in the way of such idiotic measures, as has been so

well done in this case by the governor of Georgia.

1Boston Med. and Surg. Jour., Dec. 21, 1899.

A JUST DECISION.
A recent decision of the Illinois Supreme Court, as

given in the newspaper reports, is of importance to the
pharmaceutic and medical profession. A general store-
keeper and his wife, who was apparently also his partner
in business, were found guilty in a local justice court of
violating the pharmacy law in selling patent medicines
along with other merchandise. The case went up to
the supreme court in regular course, and it has affirmed
the judgment of the court below in fining them for vio-
lation of the law. Under this decision, the practice,
common heretofore, of country stores dealing in patent
and proprietary drugs, will have to be discontinued or

they will have to employ registered pharmacists as as-
sistants. Very probably further efforts will be made to
repeal the statute or, if possible, to have it declared un-
constitutional, but their success is doubtful. The decision
is one that medical men can certainly approve, and they
should use their influence with the public against any
efforts that may be made to render it invalid. The dan¬
ger of ignorant dispensing of unknown remedies ought
to be obvious enough to legislators as well as judges, and
the law as now interpreted ought to be secure from pos¬
sible change or repeal.

THE REWARDS OF MEDICAL PRACTICE.
If there be any who believe that the practice of medi-

cine is a royal road to fortune, their minds should be
disabused by communications like those of which two
appear in the Lancet for Dec. 9, 1899. One of these is
an appeal for funds for the widow of a medical prac-
titioner, in order that she may join a hospital to be
trained as an obstetric nurse and become self-support-
ing, the husband dying from typhoid fever after having
been partially invalided for nearly five years by an acci-
dent, and leaving his widow utterly unprovided for. The
second communication is likewise an appeal, this time
on behalf of a practitioner himself and his half-starving
family. This man was reduced to sheer poverty in con-

sequence of disease, but in spite of his sufferings he
labored on, and made some provision for his children,
but even this eventually became jeopardized by the
necessities of the family. We have no doubt that these
appeals will be generously responded to by members of
a self-sacrificing profession, but we fear that the cases
to which they refer are by no means isolated. Instances
like these should stimulate medical men everywhere to
the organization of, and assumption of actual member-
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